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industries now, when the area of direction is small
and strictly limited, the reader may easily imagine
how incalculably more formidable they would
become if extended, as socialism would extend
them, to the activities of the entire community.

We have thus far been considering the position
of the directors of socialised industry on the as-
sumption that they would be free to follow the
dictates of their own several intelligences, without
any technical interference from officials of any
other kind. Let us now consider the alternative
which, in any socialistic society, would most closely
coincide with fact. This is the assumption that
the ofifieial directors of labour would not be technical
autocrats, but would be subject to the control of
their brother officials, the statesmen, who repre-
sented the great mass of the people.

Now, no doubt the intervention of a body of this
kind might obviate some of the difficulties on
which we have just been dwelling. It might lead
to the removal of some directors of labour who were
not only relatively inefficient, but were positively
and notoriously mischievous; but it would intro-
duce difficulties greater than those it obviated.
For while the industrial officials would, in exact
proportion to their efficiency, embody the special
expertness peculiar to a gifted few, the political
officials, in proportion as they represented their
electorate, would embody the preponderating opin-
ions and the general intelligence of the many. The
political officials, therefore, could, from the very

6